Honorable Joe Xunschikx, Commissioner
Bureau of Labor Statiatics
austin, Texas

Dear 3ir: Opinion Fo. Q 2363

sugust 26, 1940, lni6n of this department
upon the above matter eads in part as fole

*On¥vessel might be considered ss a unit
containing coils somewhet aimilar to those
used in some rot water heaters, The flame
will be under these coils and will generate
the steam.

"Next to the above unit, and connected

therewith by pipes, 18 an unfired vessel
whioch stores steam that has been generated.
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miext to the unfired vessel is & vessel
‘w3 somewhat like a2 hot water tank.

&3 "The steam from the generating vessel passes
% inte the unfired vessel and the steam may pass
from this unfired vessel by hose to an auto-
mobile nearby which is to be cleaned by steam,
b The steamr from the generating vessel may also
.5 puss. into the unfired vessel and then into the

: separate water tank, thereby heating the water,
This generatlng unit 1s represented to be able
to generate 10C pounds of steam pressure within
five minutes from a cold start; therefore, a
steim pressure of 100 pounds or more may exist
in the unfired wessel which is within a foot of
the steam generator and also within a foot of
the water tank,
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nour desire ls to reguire that this entire
assembly or unit shall be equipped with adequate
safety aprlisasnces and appurtenances and that the
operation of this entire assembly or unit shall
be safely carried on. In other words, if the
unfirsed vessel 1s not of sufficient strength to
withstand the maximum pressure that the cenerator
will create, we deszire to require that it shall
be of sulficient strength or else de equipped with
an adequate pop off velve, and ahy and all other
gauges, and necessary safety appurtenances.m

: geotion £ of srticle 52Ble, vernon's asnnotated Civil
k3 statutes, provides in parti;

"No steam boiler, unless otherwise specifically
exempted in this aAct, shall be operated within the
state of Texms unless such boller has been regls-
tered within the pureau of Labor sStatistics and
there shall have been issued a Certificate of
Operation for such boller, es hereinafter pro-
vided fOI‘, s s " .

geotion 1 of irticle B28lo, Vernon's snnotated Civil
statutes, defines a "boliler® as;
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wtBoiler' es used herein shall mean any vessel
used for generating steam for power or heating pur-
poses "

Section 6 of the ict provides for the promulgation
of rules and regulations by the Commissioner «nd our attention
has been directed to c¢ertain such rules and regulations that
have been adopted requiring the use of safety sguipment on
boilers,

- The purpose of the Texas Boller Inspection act is
to promote safety in the use and operetion of steam generators,
Nichols v. Fark (C.C.a. 1938), 119 8. w. (24) 1066. Bearing
in mind that the Act is bottomed upon an exercise of the legise
lative police rower to provide a measure of safety in the use
of dangerous inatruments, we believe it would be & marrow con-
struction of the Act indeed to restriet its application to
one vessel operating with others as a unit in the generation
and storage of steam for power or heating purposes. To our
mind the thrase "vessel used for generating steam for power or
heating purposes" is synonymous with the phrase "vessel used
in the process of generating and making available steam for
power or heating purposes.”

It 1s our opinlon and you are respectifully advised
that machines of the iype desoribed in your letter are vessels
used for generating steem and, as a unit, are within the Texas
Boiler Inspection Act, and subjeot to the regulatory powers of
the Bureau of lebor Statisties.

Very truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

/

BY .
James D, Smullen
Ai8sistant

JDSiIrw

PROVEDSEP 17, 1940
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